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LIFE calls for ban on Genetic Modification of Human Beings

The national pro-life charity, LIFE is disappointed by the announcement today that UK scientists
have been given the approval to genetically modify human embryos.

Reacting to the announcement by the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority, LIFE
Education Director Anne Scanlan says “The HFEA now has the reputation of being the first
regulator in the world to approve this uncertain and dangerous technology. It has ignored the
warnings of over a hundred scientists worldwide and given permission for a procedure which
could have damaging far-reaching implications for human beings.

We do not know what long term side effects the tampering with some strands of DNA could
have on other strands. However once genetic changes have been made they will be irreversible
and handed down to future generations.

We are also concerned that such controversial intervention in the human germline opens up the
very real possibility of eugenics where the existence of human beings becomes conditional on
the possession of certain physical characteristics.

Whilst we note the HFEA restriction on the implantation of genetically modified embryos, it is
sending the wrong signals by allowing scientists the ability to develop and possibly perfect the
technology here in the UK. To mitigate any advancement on the potentially dangerous work
being undertaken by these British scientists, we believe that an international ban on human
DNA editing is urgently needed to protect the future of the human species.”
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For further media comment please call the LIFE Media Hotline on 07867 744502

LIFE is a pro-life charity that supports anyone facing a crisis pregnancy, pregnancy loss or after an
abortion, and strives to engage, inspire and inform the next generation to value all human life from
beginning to end
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