
Welcome to Life’s  
New Trustee
Last month The Slice met new 
trustee Jonathan Wright. This 
month we introduce our other 
new recruit - Laura Higgins – to 
discover what prompted her to 
take up this role.

I have been involved with Life for as long as I can 
remember. My grandmother was one of the founder 
members of Life in Blackpool over 40 years ago so the 
charity has always been a massive part of my life. My 
parents both currently dedicate a lot of time to the  
charity; my father is the Chairman of Blackpool Life  
and my mother is the Caring Officer. 

Life is an excellent charity to work for as there is such a 
positive and productive driving force behind all we do - 
we believe in delivering to our clients the best and most 
professional service possible whilst respecting human life 
from fertilisation to natural death.

Having been the regional representative for the North 
West of England for several years, I was delighted to be 
asked to take on the role of trustee. Life is currently in a 
state of transformation and I am really excited to be given 
the opportunity to be a part of this.

So many women and men suffer needlessly either with 
fertility struggles, crisis pregnancy or after an abortion. 
My vision for the future of Life is that we are able to reach 
out to so many more people in society with our positive 
message that all life is precious and to be celebrated.
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Welcome
“If you don’t know where you are going, 
you’ll end up someplace else.”
Plans to re-design our Care services for the 21st century 
are taking great shape. Last week saw some key Care staff 
and volunteers working closely with members of our 
Communications team, to help take this new and exciting 
approach forward. The meeting was a turning point, 
enabling us to draw on the expertise of those working 
directly with women facing difficult pregnancies to  
design a service which truly meets their needs.

Now work begins on the fine detail of how to deliver a 
service relevant to today’s families so that we can spare 
thousands more women the trauma of abortion and save 
more unborn lives. Watch out for news on all of this and 
more in the New Year.

Stephen Sharpe, CEO
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New to The Slice…
Thank-a-Colleague!
Every month we’re asking you to send in your 
nominations for a workmate you’d like to thank.
Maybe you’re indebted to a team-mate who got you out  
of a fix or you just want to thank someone for all the cups 
of tea they’ve made for you over the years! Funny, 
serious or anywhere in between, send in your thanks 
to marylubrano@lifecharity.org.uk and I’ll give 
your lucky colleague a mention!

Thank you Rita Majumdar and Roopa 
Prasanna for all the amazing food you’ve 
passed my way at lunchtimes. I’ve had 
dishes from all over the world because of 
you two and some of the finest curries, 
treats and cakes known to humanity!

“

”Stuart Cowie, Communications
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Congratulations to:
Beckie Reeves for completing her Level 4 Certificate 
in Housing Practice, gaining a distinction for her 
assignment on the delivery of Housing Services.

Jane Bromley for completing her Level 3 Certificate  
in Housing.

Clair Wright for completing her Apprenticeship in 
Housing Studies.

Abortion: a father’s story
Several years ago, Tony Perry met a woman shortly after he 
returned to London from the States - his home country. He 
fell for her from the start and several weeks later, despite 
being on the pill, she became pregnant. Even though 
Tony pleaded with her to keep the baby, offering to raise 
it himself if necessary, she went ahead with an abortion 
against his wishes.

Fast forward and Tony is now happily married with a young 
son and a daughter on the way. But there’s no doubting 
his experience has affected him deeply. A year ago the 
Telegraph published his article detailing the devastating 
effect abortion can have on men:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/menrelationships/ 
11090291/I-wish-I-could-have-prevented-mygirl 
friends-abortion.html
We recently caught up with Tony and asked him what 
prompted him to go public with such a private and 
personal matter? “I began writing as a way of processing 
what had happened and I realised that the male 
perspective on abortion isn’t being heard,” explained Tony. 

“I want my story to have an impact and my child’s life to 
amount to more than just a statistic. It can’t all have been 
for nothing - that’s what drives me.”
Tony wants to use his story to broaden the discussion on 
abortion and raise awareness that it affects men too. “It’s 
considered a women’s issue, which it is, but not exclusively. 
It’s a family issue if you like – it’s about re-framing it 
so that a) men get a say in it and b) they take as much 
responsibility for sex & relationships as women do.”

“It’s also about broader cultural change. I get why women 
have abortions; society doesn’t always support them enough 
to enable them to go to term. This has to change – our views 
on pregnancy have to change, starting with the fact that it’s 
a man’s responsibility too.”
“At the moment it’s hard for men to talk about abortion – 
we’re not supposed to care. Of course there are men who 
don’t care, who coerce their partners into having abortions 
or just leave her to it, but that’s the flipside of positioning 
abortion as purely a women’s issue. Having lived through it, 
I can tell you it is definitely a man’s issue too.”
In an overwhelmingly pro-abortion society, what  
should change? 
“I’ve been impressed by Life’s ethos of providing women 
with practical alternatives to abortion. Many women feel 
they have no option except abortion so in practice they 
have no choice at all – they’re backed into a corner.”
“But alongside this has to come a recognition that men 
should have the chance to be heard. If we want, quite 
rightly, men to shoulder their fair share of responsibility 
when they’re parents, then we have to be consistent and 
afford them the right to a say in abortion too.”

Tony Perry’s book, A Father’s Choice, will be available soon.

Farewell & thank you to:
Clair Wright – Support Worker, Chertsey

Danielle Weekes – Support Worker, Telford

THANK YOU
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Hello & welcome to:
Margaret O’Brien– Deputy Shop Manager, Derby

Housing
Thank you Helen 
Helen Basill from the St Albans Life group is stepping 
down from her position due to family commitments. 
Janice Impey and I would like to say a big thank you 
to Helen for all the hard work and dedication she has 
shown over many years supporting the house and  
our clients. She will be sadly missed by all and we  
wish her all the best. Good luck Helen.

Sue Beades, Regional Manager

p.2

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/menrelationships/


Shops
Donations for carrier bags

As you probably know, large retailers now charge 
5p for carrier bags. To show a commitment to the 
environment and to recover some of our costs, 
we’ve decided we should ‘invite our customers 
to make a contribution for using Life bags. ’This 
would be entirely voluntary and the money can 
be collected in the donations box near the till. 
It’s important that we don’t call this a charge - 
we would then have to account for the takings 
separately through the till and it would become 
subject to VAT (if we became VAT registered).

You’ll shortly be receiving a separate paying-in book 
to use when banking donations. Ideally, the collection 
tins should be emptied at least monthly and the 
money banked using the new paying-in book.

Please let us know how this goes. We can also 
look at the option of producing a longer lasting 
Life bag for people to purchase if there’s demand 
and it’s viable. Something to discuss at our Shops’ 
Conference perhaps…

Margaret Coward, Operations
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Shops’ Conference
We are having our bi-annual Shop Managers’ 
Conference at head office on 18 November. It’s 
always useful for Managers to get together to 
exchange ideas and build a sense of camaraderie. 
We’re incredibly lucky in having a very skilled and 
dedicated team of Managers who go beyond the 
call of duty for their shops. I’ve been particularly 
impressed by our new crop of Managers - Dorota 
Ciaston (Basingstoke), Tricia Arlott (Blackpool) and 
Maria Beasley (Bristol).

We’ll be going over a variety of things including 
eBay and our online book sales and we are going to 
explore how to sell even more stock. The key thing is 
to identify what sells best and ensure that Managers 
use their time efficiently so we’ll focus more on 
moving stock from one shop to the next.

We’ll also review how the donations for our carrier 
bags are doing. I’m very much looking forward to 
getting our retail team together so we can develop 
retail even further.

Eireann Janssens, Retail

Life eBay shop  
- the perfect place to grab a 
bargain from your living room

Our amazing online charity shop on eBay is an Aladdin’s 
cave of the best, most unique pieces from our charity 
shops. Recently eBay have awarded us a blue star icon on 
our seller account for getting 100% customer satisfaction 
on all of our sales.

What we sell:

We can offer items for sale to the widest audience possible 
(100,000,000 registered users), ensuring the maximum 
is made from our donated items. eBay is great for selling 
niche and collectable items that might be a hard sell 
in a shop but will fly out when presented to the global 
audience of eBay users.

We have sold everything in our eBay shop - from top 
fashion designer scarves (Gucci & Hermes) to caravan 
awnings - as well as numerous antiques and rare collectors’ 
items that have all ended up in our shops.

How you can help:

If you already sell on eBay, you can help raise money for 
Life by becoming a community seller. See our community 
seller page for more details. http://www.ebay.co.uk/
egw/ebay-for-charity/charityprofile/LIFE/45454

Thomas Gower, Retail Finance
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Care - Thank 
you Vera
After almost forty years’ dedication 
to Doncaster Life Vera McDonagh is leaving the day-
to-day running of the Care Centre to spend much-
deserved time with her husband Jim and their family.

Vera was a founder member of Doncaster Life, 
having a dedicated phone line for Life in her own 
home in 1977. From those contacts she saw clients 
in her own home for many years, offering pregnancy 
tests and support.

Later Vera and the Life team rented Care Centre 
premises which opened each day and often had 
a long queue of women waiting to be seen. Some 
clients still visit Vera with their adult children and  
even granddaughters who might be in similar  
difficult circumstances. Vera also worked on Life’s 
National Helpline and undertook ongoing training  
to deepen her knowledge and continually refresh  
her practice. Vera always cared for clients with the 
utmost care and compassion.

In March 2014 a shop was acquired and once again 
the team was led by Vera’s tenacity, which enabled this 
project to become a reality. This move was to bring Life 
Care onto the high street and increase awareness of our 
charity. Throughout all those years Vera has been the 
foundation and lifeblood of the Care team.

Sue Downes of the Doncaster Care team said: 

It has been my privilege to work with 
Vera for the last five years. I stand in awe 
of her knowledge and practice; the loss 
to Doncaster Life will be incalculable as 
she has given sacrificially of her time 
and talents. We wish her and Jim a 
happy, healthy time to enjoy together.

“

”

New shop and care 
centre opens for 
women facing crisis 
pregnancies in Bristol
A new Life Care Centre for women facing difficult 
or unintended pregnancies has been opened 
alongside a Life charity shop in the Kingswood area 
of Bristol.  Guest of Honour, Bishop Declan Lang, 
Bishop of Clifton, said: “When people are in trouble 
they need acceptance and support and this is what 
Life provides.”

The shop and Care Centre are the result of several 
years’ hard work by a dedicated team.  “It’s vital that 
women in crisis have somewhere to turn in Bristol – 
somewhere they can access all the support they need 
– both practical and emotional,” said Phil McCarthy, 
local GP and Chair of the Bristol Life group.

“We’re grateful for the financial support from the 
Clifton Cathedral Parish and the Van Neste trust, 
and this, alongside the profit from our fantastic 
new charity shop, will help to ensure we meet the 
needs of women, men and families in the area.”

The shop and Care Centre was opened by the 
MP for Kingswood, Chris Skidmore, who added:  
“I welcome the 
opening of this 
shop and Centre in 
Kingswood and the 
contribution the 
Life Care service will 
make to the local 
community.”
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New guidelines for 
accepting Moses baskets 
Moses baskets are only suitable for a child who cannot sit up 
unaided, roll over and cannot push itself up onto its knees. 
Babies should not be carried in Moses baskets at any time.  

• Check Moses baskets for any damage to outer basket 
or fraying of handles. 

• The handles should only be used for lifting in and out 
of base/stand. Baby should only be carried in basket 
if a five-point harness is in use. 

Longstanding Bristol Life supporter Rosemary Hatherley received a 
special award from Life national Chairman Professor Jack Scarisbrick in 

recognition of her support for Life over several decades.



Key contacts
Head Office is here to help – so if you have any queries please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Our main 
number is 01926 312272 or you can email the admin department at admin@lifecharity.org.uk

Email addresses follow this format: firstnamesurname@lifecharity.org.uk

Stephen Sharpe (CEO) 07545 264492

Isaac Nyirenda (Finance) 07787 546508

Thomas Gower (Retail Finance) 01926 312272

Margaret Coward (Operations) 07515 068077

David Bennett (Fundraising, Development & Communications) 07775 761590

Anne Scanlan (Education and Media) 07986 864560

Stuart Cowie (Communications) 07515 578588

Vicky O’Brien (Human Resources) 07768 397980

Liz Lloyd (Care) 07786 390861

Eireann Janssens (Retail) 07515 578597
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Christmas is coming…!
Christmas cards will be available to groups again this 
year. We have two designs which were sent in by Life 
house tenants, so they have a great ‘homemade’ feel 
about them. They will be in mixed packs. The cost will 
be £3.50 per pack of 10 plus £1 per pack for postage. 
Please order through admin@lifecharity.org.uk before 
7th November 2015 for delivery by 5th December, or 
they can be collected from head office.

Network Challenge Event
At the recent Network Challenge Event this young team visited the Walsall 
Helpstation to hear about what we do. They were so inspired by what they  
heard they chose us as the charity they wanted to do their fundraiser for.

Setting up camp in Walsall town centre, they spoke about our work and  
about the value of all life.

The boards that they are holding are full of the handprints of members of  
the public who passed by on the day, and then filled with messages of  
support for anyone who finds themselves struggling with a crisis pregnancy.

The following Saturday the team again visited the Helpstation to work on  
specific projects for us which included tidying  our storage sheds and making  
a wonderful “Community Matters” board so that we can display local information.

Liz Lloyd, Care


